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Turning Fifty
JP ifiy is an awkward age, for books no less than people. While it
is not quite time to think of it as inhabiting a different age, there
are difficulties in viewing a work of social criticism written in 1947
as a commentary on our world. To reread the Dialectic of Enlight
enment (Horkheimer and Adorno, 1972 [1947]) is to be tossed
between moments of recognition (a world in which people will
ingly wear clothing that sports the logo of its manufacturer makes
the chapter on the "culture industry" look terribly prescient) and
of bewilderment (it is hard, at a time when litde serious music is
found on the radio, to appreciate why Toscanini's broadcasts
could move Adorno to such disgust). At fifty, the Dialectic of
Enlightenment has become one of those books that can neither be
regarded simply as a piece of history nor taken unproblematically
as addressing our concerns.
Perhaps because so much in the Dialectic of Enlightenment never
theless remains current, it is worth resisting the temptation to
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